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				Selimiye

				A unique place where the history is embellished with the art, and where the art is built up on times gone by...

				Selimiye 

				A spectacular architecture, the dream of Sultan Selim II, the apple of the Architect Great Sinan’s eye...

				Selimiye 

				Where in line with worshipping is led a life, a life guided by the truth, the source of peace, feeding the dignity...

				Selimiye

				With its mosque inviting to servitude and unity, with its madrasas in servitude of science and gnosis, With its arasta bazaar opening to halal earnings, with its library giving a feast of knowledge and wisdom, A classic Ottoman complex...

				And Selimiye

				From yesterday to tomorrow our culture, identity, faith, ancestors, unity, amity...
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				The Selimiye Mosque and Its Social Complex took its name after the 11th Ottoman Sultan Selim II who was the son of Suleiman the Magnificent. Changing the historical and religious fabric not only of Edirne but also of Thrace, this outstanding project was constructed by the Architect Great Sinan upon Selim II’s request. Decided, upon a spiritual inspiration, to have it constructed and not being able to see his dream of its opening come true, the construction of the Selimiye started in 1568, and was completed in 1574.

				The Architect Great Sinan summarizes the Selimiye, which he constructed in his 80s, in two words: “My Masterpiece”. Presenting the Selimiye as the witness of his mastery, the greatest architect of the Ottoman Empire had his name written in the world history of architecture in golden letters. Located on a high ground and looking out on the vista of the city of Edirne, the Selimiye, à la treasure trove, represents the highest level the Ottoman architecture has reached. Exhibiting magnificence on its stones, and elegance on its tapestry, this treasure was put on the World Heritage List by UNESCO on 29 June 2011.

				The Selimiye Complex consists of the mosque in a large rectangular outer yard, two madrasas, a library, an arasta bazaar, an infants’ school and a clock house. The Complex is located on the highest ground in Edirne, which is a city of vast plains. A monument located at a 70 m height, the mosque can be seen far off. In fact, there are many tranquil and emotional memoirs, in the memories of the Western Thracian Turks, of having watched the minarets of the Selimiye from beyond the borders of the homeland.
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				History has continued to witness many mosques from when the Prophet Abraham and his son the Prophet Ismael had built the first mosque Ka’abah to the present day. The last ring of the chain of prophets, the Prophet Muhammad (saw) ensured a mosque was built in the city of Madinah right after his migration to there. The purpose of the construction of that mosque, also known as Masjid al-Nabawi, was not only to provide a place where people could collectively worship, but also to ensure life would flow around the mosque.

				The Masjid was the heart of the city at the time of the Prophet. The Masjid of Madinah was the centre of education and teaching, administration and negotiation. It was like a nucleus that contained all the codes of the Muslim society. The Prophet of Allah (saw) used to lead the prayers, perform irshad and tabligh, listen to those who would consult to him, deliver verdicts for disputes, welcome the official delegates, pick names for children and pray for them, watch folkloric shows, deliver speeches about the problems of the city, celebrate weddings, and perform funerals at this masjid.
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				Accordingly, a mosque means more than a place of worship for Muslims. As centuries have gone by, in order to protect that functional structure of mosques, they were built in such a way as to have complex structures. Islamic cities took the mosque in their centres i.e. being built around mosques. Mosques were never placed away from the centre of life. That is how the Selimiye Mosque was designed as one of the liveliest environments where the social life went on in line with worshipping, worshipping with businesses, and businesses with wisdom.

				Structured in a magnificently modest way, the Selimiye was made up of evenly cut light brown stones. For its windows and belts, two-coloured masonry material was used to make use of the eye-catching brick red colour. The sanctum (harim) of the mosque designated for worshipping was laid on a rectangular area of 60 x 44 meters, the same dimensions as the inner yard off the north. Built on eight pillars with a single great dome, the Selimiye’s mihrab (prayer niche) was constructed to curve outward to the south.

				The lateral façades are divided by two buttresses into three parts and each part is decorated with arches and storeys of windows. The geometrically patterned grids and openwork of the windows are brilliantly simple and elegant. Some rare examples of nacre marquetry and kundekari techniques can be seen by the sashes of the lower storey windows. The doors of the mosque reflect the art form of making patterns by interlocking wooden laths without using nails.
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				It goes without doubt that one of the greatest qualities of the Selimiye Mosque is its dome that embraces and invites, without discrimination, everybody entering the mosque to the unity and fraternity. The spherical dome of the Selimiye, elevated by the use of a technique that has never been tried before in the construction of any mosque, not even of the Byzantine Era works such as Hagia Sophia, is, in a word, magnificent. The dome of Hagia Sophia, collapsed once and reinforced with supports so as to keep it standing after reconstruction, was left behind by the Architect Great Sinan with his Selimiye.
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				The Architect Great Sinan managed to compose the outstanding dome of the Selimiye as a single central dome while previously the main dome of such buildings used to be built as placed on semi-domes at differing elevations. Placed on eight elephant-feet, this giant dome is 31.30 m in diameter and 42.25 m in height. Not using quasi-domes not only indicates his great architectural intelligence but also provides a large and airy indoor space as the mosque is not partitioned by them. Standing up against the centuries gone by, the dome of the Selimiye is of great importance for drawing the outlines of the silhouette of the mosque as well.

				Each group of five windows below the dome symbolizes the five pillars of Islam. The dome itself represents the oneness and unity. Visitors can see the calligraphy of the Surah al-Ikhlas in predominantly cloud-blue coloured ornamentation when they turn their eyes right up to the middle of the intrados of the dome while standing on red carpets. Referring to the existence, oneness, and uniqueness of Allah, the Surah al-Ikhlas reminds the reading visitors of oneness (tawhid) and glorification (tadhim) one more time.
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				Mihrab is a semi-circular niche in the wall of a mosque indicating the qiblah where the imam steps into and leads the prayer. For Muslims who have faith in one and only Lord, turn towards the same qiblah, and stand shoulder to shoulder in the same row for prayer, mihrab represents unity in goodness and action for shared cause.

				The marble mihrab of the Selimiye has rich stone craftsmanship. The walls on both sides of the mihrab are covered with ceramic tiles decorated with lines of calligraphy and flower motifs.

				Minbar is the part of a mosque elevated by a set of stairs where the imam delivers a sermon on Friday and eid prayers. Symbolising the graciousness of knowledge and the greatness of invitation to goodness and niceness, the minbar of the Selimiye is made up of marble trimmed like a lacework. The cone of the minbar is decorated with drawings in turquoise, and the kiosk of the minbar, placed where the stairs end, is crowned with a ceramic painting of sprigs and flower motifs.

				In an era when the Ottoman Empire lived its golden age, the Sultan Selim II wanted the mihrab to be decorated using golden. However, for the Architect Great Sinan the simplicity was more important, and he decided the minbar to be built having stone craftsmanship more valuable than golden. Consequently, although Edirne was occupied many times, the minbar of the Selimiye could not be shaken, nor could it be removed and moved away. Ornamented with silver strings, the green cover of the minbar bears the Kalimah al-Tawhid and a lamp motif.
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				Positioned in the middle of the Selimiye Mosque, the muazzin mahfil (a special raised platform in a mosque where a muazzin kneels and chants in response to the imam’s proceeding the prayer) is made of wooden, placed on twelve marble pillars, and has stairs to reach. It is unusual that a muazzin mahfil is positioned in the middle of the mosque. Despite appearing to be dividing the single-dome and unpartitioned-indoor-spaced mosque, this mahfil is positioned in the middle to the contrary of all other mosques built by Sinan.

				There are never-fading pleasant stories about the reverse tulip motif on one of the marble pillars of the mahfil. Actually, that tulip, looking like its head is down with sadness, was drawn by one of the masters in order to commemorate the Architect Sinan’s grandchild who had passed away in Edirne.

				Welcoming up to forty-five people for praying at the same time, this muazzin mahfil has a pool with a sprinkler underneath it. This lovely pool looks like the miniaturized plan of the whole mosque. The wheel-of-fortune patterned wooden ceiling, symbolising the eternity, greets you when you look up while standing underneath the mahfil. The skirts of the mahfil are ornamented with drawings, of prevailing green and red colours, in a quite elegant way.

				Another mahfil in the mosque is called hunkar mahfil, reserved for the sultan to perform his prayer. Positioned off to the northern corner of the mosque, the hunkar mahfil is covered with ceramics produced using the underglaze technique, just like on the sidewalls of the mihrab. The patterns of the Iznik (Nicosia) ceramics resembling a flower garden are of peace-increasing nature.
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				A minarets, resembling the index finger (also called as shahadah finger) pointed up to the sky, is the most outstanding Islamic motif reflected on the silhouette of a city. A minaret calls for having faith in, becoming a servant to Allah, performing prayers, and purification through prayers, both by the sound of adhans from it aloud five times a day and its appearance. The four 70.89 m minarets of the Selimiye go up to the sky right from the corners of the mosque, and form a compact appearance. The minarets embracing the dome from that close make the mosque cause a spiritual perception of reaching up to the sky.

				The fluted bodies of the minarets become thinner as their height increases and each has three balconies. The two minarets facing the inner yard have three sets of stairs leading to each balcony as unconnected from one another. Edirne and the Selimiye bring to mind the legendary story about those two minarets where three different persons can climb up to the balconies without seeing one another at the same time. Each step of the stairs inside the minaret is of protective and reinforcing nature with their stair stones embedded into the walls.
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				The Social Complex of the Selimiye is built on two interconnected rectangular yards. The outer yard has eight gates, and three different gates are available to pass into the inner yard from the outer yard. The eighteen-dome galleried inner yard remains fresh and cool with its marble shadirvan (fountain) with sprinkler in the middle. Designing a new built of shadirvan for his each new work and not repeating himself, the Architect Sinan gifts peace to the yard with this type of shadirvan he made in lacework elegance. The passage from the inner yard into the mosque is through three different doors as well.

				Off the southern corner of the Selimiye Mosque, the library has been open for over four-hundred years. As understood from its foundation charter, the preparations for this library were started a few years prior to the completion of the complex, and books were specially procured for the library from the Hazine-i Amire (Imperial Treasury). Designed to serve for two madrasas in the complex, the Selimiye Library welcomes its visitors, offering them about 3000 manuscripts and about 8000 printed works.
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				Off the southeast corner in the outer yard of the Selimiye is the Dar al-Hadith Madrasa where in the Ottoman era the Hadith and Sunnah studies were carried out. This place serves as Turkish and Islamic Arts Museum today. Planned to be a rectangular close to a square, it consists of a studying room and chambers for students. Right next to the madrasa is an open mausoleum built for Ahmed III’s son Shahzadah Selim.

				Another institute of education in the outer yard is the Dar al-Kurra Madrasa located to the southwest. Built as a place to teach the Qur’anic Studies in history, this madrasa is used as the Museum of Foundations.
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				Along the western wall of the outer yard of the Complex is the arasta bazaar, a market built to ensure income for the mosque. Some of the 124 shops on each side of the street covered by the top with arched vaults were built in the era of Murad III. According to Evliya Celebi, the market was run mainly by the shoemakers for a period, and it has three different gates leading off to the outside. One of the most attention-drawing feature of the arasta bazaar is that it has a quite elegant dome of supplication decorated with windows bearing geometrical motifs. For centuries, the shopkeepers of the market have started their day by gathering under this dome and praying for abundance.

				Next to the arasta is situated the Sibyan School (an infant school) that is another structure of the Selimiye Complex. It is a designed as a square, and covered with a dome. The three birdhouses positioned on the southern facade of the building used for the education of primary school level children for centuries represent love and mercy.

				On the northwest facade of the arasta is situated a clock house (Muwaqqithana) that served as a small place to perform basic observations and trainings related to astronomy, preapre Ramadan timetables, prayer schedules, and yearly calendars.
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				Where a genius like the Great Sinan’s advanced drawings, calculations, even unsolved today, meet with our nation’s faith, and affection, rises up a masterpiece named Selimiye. The Selimiye Mosque and Its Social Complex, with its whole existence and being, deserves to be looked at from a closer standpoint and protected to stand up to centuries to come, spectacularly and proudly.
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