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ULUSLARARASI HICRi TAKVIM BIRLIGI
KONGRESiI SONUC BILDIRGESI

Tiirkiye Cumhuriyeti Diyanet [sleri Bagkanligi'nin cagrisiyla Uluslararast Hicri
Takvim Birligi Kongresi Istanbul'da 21-23 Saban 1437/28-30 Mayis 2016 tarihleri
arasinda diizenlenmistir. Kongreye, [slam Ulkelerinin ilgili bakanliklari, Fetva Kurul-
lary, cesitli fikih kurullar: temsilcileri, alimler, fakihler ve astronomlar katilmuslardir.
Agihs konusmalarini miteakiben baslayan ilmi oturumlarda ilk giin astronomi ve
fikih ilimleri agisindan Ra'yet-i Hilal konusu tartigilmistir. Ardindan Takvim farkli-
liginin toplumsal ve siyasi boyutlar ele alinmustir. Tkinci giin, daha 6nce teskil edilen
[Imi Heyetin Kongre'ye sunulmak iizere degerlendirdigi Tekli ve Ikili Takvim oéneri-
leri ayrintili olarak mizakere edilmis ve sonugta Tekli Takvim kabul edilmistir.
Kongre, katihmailarin bayik cogunlugunca kabul edilen asagidaki karar ve tavsiyeleri
benimsemistir:

KARARLAR

1. Kongre, onceki kongrelerin ve fikih akademilerinin kararlarini teyit etmistir.
Bu baglamda 1966 Mecmeu'l-Buhusi’l-lmiyye, 1973 Kuveyt, 1978 Istanbul Kong-
releri ile Islam Isbirligi Teskilati'na baglt Mecmeu'I-Fikhi'l-slami (Fikih Akademisi),
2009 yilinda el-Meclisti’l-Urubbi li'l-ifta ve'l-Buhus (Avrupa fetva ve arastirma Mec-
lisi), 2012 yilinda Rabita Fikih Akademisi'nin kabul ettigi temel ilke ve ol¢iitler teyit
edilmistir. Bunlarin arasinda en 6nemlileri sunlardir. Kameri ayin baglangicini tespitteki
temel ilke, ister ciplak gozle olsun ister modern astronomik aletlere bagh gozlemle ol-
sun, hilalin goriilmesidir. [htilaf1 matalia (yani hilalin farkli zamanlarda farkli yerlerde

goriilmesine) itibar edilmez. (Bir yerde goriildiigii zaman diger yerlerde de gorilmiis

kabul edilir.)

2. Kongre, biitin diinyada uygulanmas igin tekli takvimi tercih etmistir. Boy-
lece herkesin ontinde tek bir hicri takvim bulunacaktir. Bu takvim, hilalin diinyanin
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herhangi bir yerinde gozle veya astronomik rasat aletleriyle gorilebilme imkanini ve
hem klasik fakihlerin ¢ogunlugunca hem de giintimiiz fikih akademilerinin ¢ogunlu-
gunca kabul edilen ihtilaf-1 matali‘a itibar edilmemesi gorisini esas almustir. Bunlarin
yannda bu takvim, dini metinler/naslar ile kesin astronomik kurallar arasinda bir
celiski ve catisma olmadigindan astronomik 6l¢atler ve fikhi kurallart beraberce goz

ontine almugtir.
Tercih edilen takvimin avantajlari ve sonuglari:

Bu takvim, Misliimanlar ama ozellikle Musliman azinliklann kargi kargiya oldugu
bazi sorunlari ¢ozme yoninde onemli katkilar sunacaktir. Bu sonuglardan biri, orug,
bayram gibi Muslimanlar igin sembol manas: olan giinleri birlestirmesidir. Bir digeri
ise, bunun Misslimanlar arasindaki megru ve makul sinurlars asan tefrikay1/ayrismay:
ortadan kaldirma yontinde bir karar olmasidir. Zira ézellikle azinlik halinde yasayan
Maslimanlar arasinda bu sorun tek bir devlet igcinde bazen iki bazen de ti¢ farkl ginde
orug ve bayram yapma noktasina varacak asirt durumlara yol agabilmektedir. Hatta
farklilik, bir tilke vatandagi hacilarin Zilhicce'nin 9. Gint Arafat'ta vakfeye durduklart
gun, kendi tlkelerinde hentiz Zilhicce'nin 7. Veya 8. Guinii olmas: gibi agint boyutlara
ulasabilmektedir. Bu din, tevhid dinidir, birligi ve buttanliigi ser'i bir farz ve olgusal bir
zaruret saymustir. Ayni zamanda 6nceden belirlenmis standart bir takvim, Masliman
azinliklarin bayramlarda tatil imkanina kavaugmalarini da saglayacaktir; ayrica onlara,
yaratilmak istenen alginin aksine ytice dinimizin bilimsel gelismelere kapali olmadigin,
hatta bilimle uyumlu oldugunu gevrelerine sunma noktasinda yardimer olacaktir. Zira

[slam'mn ilk inen ayeti ve Suresi “Oku” emriyle baslar ve ilmi konu eder.

3. Kongre, Avrupa, Amerika ve benzeri bolgelerdeki Musliman azinliklardan
bayramlarini, sembol giinlerini ve dolayisiyla duygu ve distincelerini birlestirme yo-
niinde ¢alismalarini 6nerir. Ayni sekilde dini mercilere sahip olan Miisliman devletlere
de bu takvimi incelemelerini ve giivenmelerini 6nerir; zira bu takvim, Maslimanlarin
iyiligini saglama ve onlari kotaliklerden uzaklagtirma, sembollerini ve duygularim
birlestirme hedefi disinda bir amag tasimamaktadir.

4. Kongre, Tirkiye Cumhuriyeti Diyanet Igleri Bagkanligindan, bu kongrenin
kararlarin hayata gecirme konusunda asagidaki hususlar tahakkuk ettirecek organlar:
olusturmasini dnerir:

a. 10 yillik tekli (uhadt) bir takvim hazirlayacak bir ilmi komisyon teskil edil-

mesi ve takvimin basim ve dinyaya dagitilmast
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b.  Gozetleme ve diger hususlari ele almak tizere Ruyet-i Hilal konusunda ince-
lemelere devam edecek bir heyetin olusturulmas

c.  Uzerinde anlagilan Hicri Takvim kilttriintin yayilmasi konusunda egitim ve

halkla iliskiler konusuyla ilgilenecek bir komisyonun olusturulmasi.
Oneriler:

1. Kongre, Islam iilkelerindeki dini mercilere ve din ilerinden sorumlu olan kisi
ve kurumlara bu takvimi benimseyip ilkeleri dogrultusunda kameri aylarin baglangi-
cinda birligi saglama i¢in ¢alisma yapmalarini tavsiye eder.

2. Kongre, Islam diinyasindaki takvim yapicilarina, Miislimanlari medeniyetle-
rinin ve kimliklerinin gostergesi olan bir takvim etrafinda bulusturabilmek, duygu ve
diisiincelerini birlestirebilmek i¢in bu takvimin ilkelerini benimsemeye cagirr.

3. Kongrenin gayrimislim tilkelerde yasayan Mislimanlara tavsiyesi, belirli bir
takvimi uygulamak suretiyle birligi saglamalaridir. Zira ser'an ayni tilkede yasayanlarin
orug tutma zamani ve bayram yapma zamani hususunda ihtilaf etmeleri caiz degildir.
Aksine onlarin Avrupa Aragtirma ve Fetva Konseyi veya Tirkiye'de Diyanet isleri Bas-
kanhgi'nin o tlkelerdeki birimleri gibi yetkili dini mercilerden ¢ikan kararlara uymalar:
gerekir. Zira Hz. Peygamber soyle buyurmustur: “Orucunuz birlikte orug tutugunuz
gtin, bayraminiz birlikte bayram yaptiginiz giin, kurbaniniz ise birlikte kurban kestiginiz

gundir”

4. Avrupadaki Muslimanlarin birlik ve beraberliginin saglanmasi ve mentfaatle-
rinin korunmast igin, 6zellikle de seri ibadet vakitlerinin ve kameri aylarin baglangicinin
tespiti gibi onemli Islami meselelerde tefrikaya diigmelerini onlemek amacyla, Kongre,
Tiirkiye Diyanet Ileri Bagkanligi nin Bati Ulkelerindeki birimlerinin ve Avrupa Aras-
tirma ve Fetva Konseyinin Bati tilkelerinde yasayan Musliiman azinliklar igin yetkili
ilmi ve dini merci olarak kabul edilmelerini tavsiye etmektedir.

5. Kongre; Tiirkiye Cumhuriyeti Diyanet Isleri Bagkanhgina, soz konusu takvi-
min, iizerinde ¢alismalar yapilarak biitiin Islam Alemince kabul edilebilecek tek takvim
haline gelebilmesi icin Islam Isbirligi Teskilat Bagkanligina sunulmasini ve bu yolla
takvimin Islam tilkelerine arzedilmesini tavsiye eder.
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FINAL DECLARATION OF THE INTERNATIONAL
HIJRI CALENDAR UNION CONGRESS

International Hijri Calendar Union Congress was held in Istanbul on 21-23
Shaaban 1437 (28-30 May 2016) with the call of the Republic of Turkey’s Presiden-
cy of Religious Affairs. Related ministerial offices, Fatwa Councils, representatives of
various figh boards, scholars, figh experts, and astronomers from Islamic countries
attended the congress. Scholarly discussions following opening speeches on the first
day covered the issue of Ru'yat al-Hilal from the perspective of astronomy and Islamic
jurisprudence (figh). The next topic of discussion was the social and political aspects
of Calendar awareness. On the second day, the Singular and Dual Calendar proposals
were discussed in detail which had been reviewed by the Scientific Committee for
submission to Congress. Ultimately, the Singular Calendar has been approved. The

Congress has adopted the following resolutions and recommendations agreed upon
by the vast majority of attendants:

RESOLUTIONS

1. The Congress has affirmed the resolutions from previous congresses and
figh academies. In this context, the basic principles and criteria adopted at 1966
Mecmeu'l-Buhusi'lHImiyye, 1973 Kuwait, 1978 Istanbul Congresses, and by Majma
al-Figh al-Islami (Figh Academy) of the Organization of Islamic Cooperation, by
Al-Majlis al-Urubi li al-Ifta’ wa al-Buhus (European Council for Fatwa and Research)
in 2009, and by Rabita Figh Academy in 2012. The most important ones are as fol-
lows. The basic principle in determining the start date of a lunar month is the sighting
of the crescent whether it is carried out with the naked eye or observed by means of
modern astronomic equipment. Ikhtilaf al-matali (separate sighting of the crescent at
different locations) does not count. (A single sighting will suffice.)

2. The Congress has opted for a singular calendar to be implemented world-
wide. Therefore, everyone will have a singular calendar. The selection of this particular
calendar is predicated upon an opportunity for sighting of the crescent anywhere
in the world with the naked eye or using astronomical observation tools and also
on the fact that, one which is agreed upon by the majority of classical figh scholars
and modern figh academies alike, ikhtilaf al-matali should not be considered reliable.
Moreover, it takes astronomical criteria and figh principles into consideration together
since there is no contrast or conflict between religious texts/verses and hadith and
precise astronomical rules.

Rl R
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Benefits and outcomes of the preferred calendar:

The calendar will make significant contributions in resolving some of the prob-
lems faced by Muslims and particularly Muslim minorities. One of the outcomes is
that it unifies symbolic days for Muslims like Ramadan days and religious festivities.
Another one is that it is a decision made towards overcoming the division/separation
among Muslims that has gone beyond legitimate and reasonable boundaries; because
the problem sometimes leads to extreme situations especially among Muslim minori-
ties where they observe fasting or religious holidays on two or sometimes three differ-
ent days within the same country. It becomes a tremendous problem when the citizens
of a country observe wagfa as prospective pilgrims on the 9th day of Dhu al-Hijjah
on Arafat while it is only the 7th or 8th day of the same month in their own country.
This is a religion of oneness; it considers unity and togetherness a religious obligation
and a factual necessity. Furthermore, a pre-designated standard calendar will enable
Muslim minorities to have holidays during religious festivities. It will also help them
demonstrate to people that, contrary to the perception that others are trying to create,
our great religion is not against scientific developments and it is even in harmony with
science. As a matter of fact, the first revealed surah and verse of Islam begins with the
command “Read” and covers knowledge.

3. The Congress advises Muslim minorities in Europe, America, and similar
regions to work towards unifying their holidays, symbolic days, and therefore unifying
their thoughts and sentiments. Likewise, Muslim countries with religious offices are
advised to review and trust this calendar, for it has no aim but to serve for the good of

Muslims, keep them away from evil, and unify their symbols and sentiments.

4. The Congress reccommends Republic of Turkey’s Presidency of Religious
Affairs to establish the relevant bodies to actualize the following matters regarding the
implementation of the congress’ resolutions:

a.  Establishing a scientific committee that will designate a 10-year calendar,
publishing the calendar and distributing it across the world

b.  Establishing a commission that will continue studies on Ru'yat al-Hilal for
observation and other issues

c.  Establishing a commission that will deal with training and public relations

with regard to disseminating the agreed Hijri Calendar culture.

Recommendations:

—r gL R
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1. The Congress recommends religious offices in Islamic countries and individ-
uals and institutions responsible for religious affairs to adopt this calendar and work
towards achieving unity on start dates of lunar months in line with the principles of
the calendar.

2. The Congress calls on calendar-makers in the Islamic world to adopt the
principles of this calendar in order to rally Muslims around a single calendar that
symbolizes their civilizations and identities and to unify their thoughts and sentiments.

3. The Congress recommends Muslims living in non-Muslim countries to
achieve unity by implementing a specific calendar. It is religiously inappropriate for
people living in the same country to be in dispute over times of fasting and religious
holidays. On the contrary, they should comply with decrees issued by competent au-
thorities such as representatives of the European Center for Fatwa and Research and
Turkey's Presidency of Religious Affairs in that country. In fact, the Prophet says: “It
is only fasting when you fast together, it is only festivity when you celebrate together,
and it is only sacrifice when you sacrifice it together.” (Abu Dawud reports it is hasan
(good), no: 2324; al-Bayhaqji, IV, 252. Abdullah al-Ishbili reports it as authentic in his
al-Ahakamii’s-sugrd, and al-Albani also notes it as “authentic” in his el-Irvd.)

4. The Congress recommends that departments of Turkey’s Presidency of Re-
ligious Affairs in Western countries and the European Center for Fatwa and Research
be considered the competent scholarly and religious authority for Muslim minorities
residing in Western countries in order to ensure the unity and secure the benefits of
Muslims in Europe and specially to prevent any division over crucial Islamic matters

such as determining prayer times and start dates of lunar months.

5. The Congress recommends the Republic of Turkey’s Presidency of Religious
Affairs to submit the calendar in question to the Organization of Islamic Cooperation
and thus present it to Islamic countries so that it may become the sole calendar to be
adopted by the entire World of Islam after working on it.
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